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At a meeting on July 7, Parry Sound Town Council requested action by the North Bay
Parry Sound District Health Unit in support of indoor mask requirements. A response
from the Health Unit is on the next page. This letter was sent to all municipalities in the
District of Parry Sound, and also to WPSHC.
The call for an indoor mask requirement has been supported in letters from West Parry
Sound Health Centre (Update 24) and West Parry Sound Medical Staff (above). A brief
news report from the Town Council meeting can be found here.

Learn more and make a donation... click on the image above.

visit us at www.wpshc.com

New Board member Susan Heder offers thanks, and says that health care
workers in her neighbourhood represent the dedication of our entire team.

THE BOARD OF WEST PARRY SOUND HEALTH CENTRE SAYS “THANK YOU”
In response to the pandemic, the Board of West Parry Sound Health Centre
has been meeting electronically. Following the corporation’s Annual General
Meeting in June, our Board of Directors used the Zoom record feature to
provide a “thank you” to staff.
The video is unedited, sometimes emotional, and always awesome.
Voluntary board governance is a great strength in our provincial health care
system. We are thankful to have a dedicated and experienced team of Directors.
We greatly appreciate the gratitude they have expressed in this video.
View the video here.

Join us in sharing community safety messages.
Find us on Facebook, Twitter, and at wpshc.com
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Bill would provide flexibility for province
to address ongoing threat of COVID-19
The Ontario government recently
introduced proposed legislation that,
if passed, would give the province the
necessary flexibility to address the
ongoing risks and effects of the COVID-19
outbreak. The proposed legislation is
part of the government’s plan for the
continued safe and gradual reopening
of the province once the declaration of
emergency ends.
Details about the proposed legislation
were provided today by Premier Doug
Ford, Christine Elliott, Deputy Premier and
Minister of Health, and Solicitor General
Sylvia Jones.

“While the declaration of emergency may
come to an end shortly, the risk posed by
COVID-19 is likely to be with us for some
time to come,” said Solicitor General Sylvia
Jones. “This new legislation would provide
the government with the necessary
flexibility to ensure select tools remain in
place to protect vulnerable populations,
such as seniors, and respond to this deadly
virus.”

The Reopening Ontario (A Flexible
Response to COVID-19) Act, 2020 would,
if passed, ensure important measures
remain in place to address the threat of
COVID-19 once the provincial declaration
of emergency has ended. Specifically, the
“If passed, the proposed legislation would
legislation would:
allow us to chart a responsible path to
• Continue emergency orders in effect
economic reopening and recovery without
under the Emergency Management and
putting all the progress we’ve made in
Civil Protection Act (EMCPA) under the
fighting this virus at risk,” said Premier
new legislation for an initial 30 days.
Doug Ford. “Even as we continue certain
• Allow the Lieutenant Governor in Council
emergency orders under the proposed
to further extend these orders for up to
legislation to protect public health, we
30 days at a time, as required to keep
will always be a government accountable
Ontarians safe.
to the people of Ontario. That’s why I will
continued on next page
ensure ongoing updates are provided and
that a report is tabled within four months
of the anniversary of this proposed Act
coming into force.”

Flexibility to address ongoing threat of COVID-19
continued from previous page
• Allow the Lieutenant Governor in Council to
amend certain emergency orders continued under
the EMCPA if the amendment relates to:
- labour redeployment or workplace and
management rules;
- closure of places and spaces or regulation of how
businesses and establishments can be open to
provide goods or services in a safe manner;
- compliance with public health advice; or
- rules related to gatherings and organized public
events.
• Not allow new emergency orders to be created.
• Allow emergency orders to be rescinded when it
is safe to do so.
The ability to extend and amend orders under
the new legislation would be limited to one
year, unless extended by the Ontario legislature.
Appropriate oversight and transparency would
be ensured through regular, mandated reporting
that provides the rationale for the extension of any
emergency order. The legislation would include
the same types of provisions on offences and
penalties as set out under the EMCPA to address
non-compliance with orders.

• The termination of the provincial emergency
declaration under the EMCPA, or the passage
of the proposed Act, would not preclude
a head of council of a municipality from
declaring under the EMCPA that an emergency
exists in any part of the municipality or from
continuing such a declaration.
• The termination of the provincial emergency
declaration under the EMCPA, or the passage
of the proposed Act, would not preclude
the exercise of the powers under the Health
Protection and Promotion Act by Ontario’s
Chief Medical Officer of Health or local medical
officers of health.
• The Government of Ontario declared a
provincial declaration of emergency under
s.7.0.1 of the EMCPA on March 17, 2020. The
declaration has been extended under s.7.0.7 of
the EMCPA and is in place until July 15, 2020,
allowing the province to continue to make
new emergency orders or amend existing
orders under the EMCPA until that date.
• On June 26, 2020, emergency orders then in
effect that were made under section 7.0.2 of
the EMCPA were extended to July 10.
• A full list of current emergency orders in
effect under the EMCPA can be found on
the e-Laws website under the EMCPA and at
Ontario.ca/alert.

For information
about appointments,
programs,
and services at the
Family Health Team,
please visit
Updates here: https://www.psfht.com/pages/physician-offices

Pick a mask. Make a donation if you can. Wear a mask.
92 James Street • Monday to Wednesday • 9 a.m. to noon

Innovative digital solutions to better support
care providers through COVID-19 and beyond
Health Standards Organization (HSO) and Accreditation Canada (AC) have
launched a new cloud platform called OnboardQi to support health and social
service organizations in the delivery of care during the COVID-19 pandemic.
OnboardQi provides no-fee access to actionable, evidence-based COVID-19
checklists and resources, developed in partnership with Think Research.
OnboardQi supports flexible “anytime, anywhere” engagement to improve
quality and safety while empowering people to work in an open and transparent
way, both within organizations as well as between organizations. In addition,
OnboardQi helps to identify and address gaps in the delivery of safe and reliable
care, facilitate on-going assessments and foster more effective communication
among interdisciplinary teams. OnboardQi will soon include new functions to
enable continuous quality improvement, providing a strong foundation for ACs
assessment and accreditation programs around the world.
The COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated that now, more than ever, effective
collaboration, partnership and integrated problem-solving are the way forward to
better support patients, providers and their communities.
HSO, AC, and Think Research are partnering to provide up-to-date COVID-19 best
practice tools based on the World Health Organization (WHO) and other leading
public health organizations to assist providers as they build, assess, and action
quality improvement strategies within their organizations.
As the world moves through the first wave and prepares for a potential second
wave of the COVID-19 pandemic, evidence-based checklists on infection
prevention and control for long-term care, residential and retirement homes,
virtual care, and Indigenous health and wellness, will support organizations and
health teams as they quickly learn and adapt to better understand gaps and meet
the demands of their respective populations.
HSO’s development partner, Object Frontier Inc., provided additional
development and quality assurance engineers to the team at no cost in order to
help accelerate the development of the platform.
To learn more click here

We are working together through an
exceptional time in the history of our
health care system.
Please make time to care for yourself,
your family, friends, and neighbours.
Get out to safely enjoy the beauty
that is all around us.
We live and work in a very
special place.
Reach out to us,
the WPSHC Wellness Team
Sandra Quathamer - extension 2412
Hilary Piano - extension 2410

We are a team, and we’re
working together!
Masked & maintaining physical distancing.

